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LITURGICAL NOTES 
The Feast of Tabitha (Dorcas) of Joppa 

Tabitha, also known by her Greek name Dorcas, already had a reputation for being a woman of good 
works and charity before Peter arrived in Joppa to preach the Gospel (Acts 9:36). The Scriptures 
mention that many widows had benefitted from her work in making them clothes. Their desire to show 
Peter examples was both a testament to her charity and perhaps also the level of craftsmanship with 
which she made them. 

Perhaps due to the reputation that the apostles had as wonder workers, when Tabitha died her friends 
called for Peter to come see her. This story is likely intended to recall the story of Jesus healing the 
young girl in Luke 8:41-56 when Jesus performed a similar miracle. This miracle of life performed for 
Tabitha through Peter caused many in the town to believe in Jesus. It, like many miracles recorded in 
Acts, was a confirmation that the message was true and that the apostles did indeed speak for God. 

She is also mentioned by Basil of Caesarea as an example of charity and good works, and as a role 
model for other widows: “A widow who enjoys sufficiently robust health should spend her life in works 
of zeal and solicitude, keeping in mind the words of the Apostle and the example of Dorcas.” 

— Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2024. <https://www.episcopalcommonprayer.org/uploads/1/2/9/8/129843103/lesser_feasts_and_fasts_2024_.pdf>, accessed 

2025-10-08 19:27 EDT 

http://www.episcopalcommonprayer.org/uploads/1/2/9/8/129843103/lesser_feasts_and_fasts_2024_.pdf
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Prelude Aria from the Goldberg Variations, BWV 988 Johann Sebastian Bach 

(1685-1750) 

The Word of God 
Please stand and sing. 
 

 

Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 
Collect for Purity 

Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Savior. 

People Amen. 

 

Song of Praise 
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Collect of the Day 

Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 

Most Holy God, who did raise from the dead your servant Tabitha to display your power and 
confirm that your Son is Lord; Grant unto us your grace, that, aided by her prayers and example, 
we may be given a new life in you, to do works pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

People Amen. 

 
Please sit. 

Reading Acts 9.36-42 

Reader A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good 
works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a 
room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him 
with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, 
they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other 
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down 
and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she 
sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be 
alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Remain seated for the psalm. 

Psalm 101:1-4 at the Gradual 

 
I will sing of mercy and / justice; * 

to you, O Lord, will I sing / praises. 
I will strive to follow a blameless course; oh, when will you / come to me? * 

I will walk with sincerity of heart within my / house. 

I will set no worthless thing before my / eyes; * 
I hate the doers of evil deeds; they shall not re/main with me. 

A crooked heart shall be / far from me; * 
I will not know / evil. 
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Please stand. 

Gospel Matthew 25:1-13 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 
with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you 
had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

Deacon The Gospel of our Savior. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Please sit. 

Sermon – Bishop’s Address The Right Reverend Thomas J. Brown, Bishop Diocesan 
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After a period of silence, all stand 

Prayers of the People from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

Deacon Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation. 

A brief silence is observed. 

Intercessor We pray for the church universal. 

O God, who unites the church across the globe, bring unity and peace to a world divided by 
hatred and opposition. Turn our hearts toward the gospel of Jesus Christ. God of grace, 

People receive our prayer. 

Intercessor We pray for creation. 

O God, who made heaven and earth, draw us to the beauty of the whole creation. Turn us toward 
a right relationship with the entire cosmos. God of grace, 

People receive our prayer. 

Intercessor We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns. 

O God, you rule over all the earth. Grant our elected officials: our nation’s President, lawmakers, 
and judges and all state and local officials humility in their decision-making for the sake of the 
entire world. God of grace, 

People receive our prayer. 
 

Intercessor We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. 

O God, who heals and strengthens, our help comes from you in times of need. Support, comfort, 
and heal those who suffer. God of grace, 

People receive our prayer. 

Intercessor We pray for the Episcopal Diocese of Maine. 

O God, who guides this community, encourage us to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Nurture 
our relationships with one another and those beyond our church doors, that we serve and 
advocate for those who come to us in need. Bless our Bishop, clergy and laity so that they might 
be a blessing to others. God of grace, 

People receive our prayer. 
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Intercessor We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. 

O God, whose promises never end, we thank you for all the saints who have shown us the way of 
your Son, Jesus Christ especially 

The Rev. Dumont (Monty) Henderson (d. 16 November 2024) 

The Rev. C. Waite Maclin (Waite) (d. 25 December 2024) 

John Benton Knox, husband of the Rev. Regina Knox (d. 28 December 2024) 

The Rev. Leslie Nesin (d. 29 April 2025) 

The Rev. Judith Burleigh (Judy) (d. 25 May 2025) 

The Rev. Charles (Chick) Carroll (d. 1 June 2025) 

The Rev. Jane Sheldon Chatfield (d. 26 June 2025) 

Michael Hewes, husband of the Rev. Elaine Hewes (d. 8 July 8 2025) 

The Rev. Ann O’Sullivan (d. 15 July 2025) 

The Rev. George N. Price (d. 27 July 2025) 

The Rev. Levering (Lev) B. Sherman, Jr. (d. 12 August 2025) 

God of grace, 
People receive our prayer. 

Intercessor We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

People Amen. 

 

Confession & Absolution 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence 

People Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Bishop Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

People Amen. 
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The Peace 

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
Please sit. 

 
Welcome, Announcements, Instructions 
 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences on page 376 (of The Book of 
Common Prayer), or with some other sentence of Scripture. Donations from this morning’s service 
will support Good Shepherd Food Bank and ILAP Maine (Immigrant Legal Advocacy Project). 
Please use the QR code at right for online donations, or visit this website: 
<https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z5PN/campaign/C-1640T> 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
Presider Our hearts rejoice to praise you, source of all life and light, and to give you thanks at the heart of 

the church, offering worship on behalf of all who share this earth. With all the angels and those 
who have gone before us into glory, we sing in adoration, 
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Presider  Your Spirit breathes within us to inspire our thanks and praise for the whole creation. In this 
land, which is your gift, the Maine we love, we praise you for all the splendors your hands have 
formed over countless ages. We give voice to the mountain ranges that extol you, the teeming 
forests that acclaim you. We sing the music of our rivers, coastlands and ocean waters, alive with 
myriad creatures. 

We offer you our wondering praise for bringing our human race into being. You endowed us with 
the power to love you in return, and to care for one another and this earth. We bless your Name 
for the ancestors who peopled this northern land in distant times and hallowed it, and for those 
who came here in the latter days from every corner of the world, shaping our cities and towns. 

We thank you for sharing with us the gifts of your people Israel and for all that we learn from 
prophets and judges, priests and sages. The history of your chosen people, the brightness of their 
obedience and the shadow of their rebellion, holds up a mirror in which we see our need for your 
redeeming grace. Our hearts fill with grief as we confess that we have resisted your will in our 
land and failed to live in justice and peace in our own day. 

Above all we give thanks for Jesus, the Prince of Peace, your beloved Son in whom you are well- 
pleased. You sent him to call us into a new life, free from violence and greed. He gave us power to 
pioneer, as his companions, a realm of enfolding mercy, love and truth. Rejection did not deter 
him from offering his life for us, so he willingly plunged to the depths of our brokenness, suffering 
shameful death on the cross. But the grave could not hold him; you raised him up to share in your 
undying glory so that he might draw all to himself. 

Before his passion, sharing his final meal with his friends, Jesus summoned us to unite us to 
himself in his offering until the end of time through communion in his body and blood. He took 
bread, gave you thanks, and broke it. He gave it to his disciples, saying “Take, eat. This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink this, all of you: this is my Blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for all, for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

So now we offer you these gifts of bread and wine, in celebration of the offering he made, his life 
poured out for our salvation. We rejoice in the triumph of self-giving love over the power of evil 
and death. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

People Christ has died and is alive! 
His Spirit fills our hearts! 
In him shall all be gathered into one! 

Presider Now renew for us the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which our Risen Savior breathed into his 
disciples. May these holy gifts become for us his living body and life-giving blood, so that we 
might dwell in him & he in us. In the power of the Spirit may we live as Christ’s body in the 
world, sharing the good news and serving all in need. 

Bless the ministries through which we spread your love among the people of Maine. In our 
parishes, our summer chapels, our partnership with the Wabanaki people, and our endeavors 
dedicated to the Care of Creation, may your resourceful grace abound among us. May this Holy 
Eucharist bring blessings to all the Church. Accept our prayers for all who live in the land we 
cherish—those who come to Maine seeking refuge, or adventure, rest and play. Receive into your 
arms of mercy all who have gone before us in the faith of Christ. 

To you, one true and living God, we offer heartfelt thanks and joyful praise, for you are the 
Source of all life, upholding us in suffering and in joy: you are the Word made flesh in Jesus our 
brother: you are the Spirit who renews the face of the earth, 

People AMEN. 
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Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
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Please stand. 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Presider Let us pray. 
People Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
Episcopal Blessing 
 

The Bishop ✠ blesses the People, who respond 

Amen. 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Music attributions 

All music under Copyright is reprinted & streamed under OneLicense.net #A-731074. 

Opening Hymn: “Come, come, whoever you are”; Words: adapt. from Rumi (1207-1273); Music: Pilgrimage, Irr., Lynn Adair Ungar (b. 1963), Copyright © Lynn Adair Ungar 
——Song of Praise: The Hymnal 1982 – #421 “All glory be to God on high”; Words: Nikolaus Decius (1490?-1541); tr. F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev.; para. of Gloria in 
excelsis. Copyright © The Church Pension Fund; Music: Allein Gott in der Höh, 87. 87. 887, melody att. Nikolaus Decius (1490?-1541); harm. Hieronymous Praetorius 
(1560?-1629)——Psalm at the Gradual: Music: Simplified Anglican chant (S-411), Robert Knox Kennedy (b. 1945), Copyright © 1979 Robert Knox Kennedy——Hymn at the 
Offertory: Lift Every Voice and Sing II – #111 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Words: Robert Robinson (1735-1790). Music: Nettleton, 87. 87. D, melody from A 
Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813; harm. Carl Haywood (b. 1949) from Songs of Praise, Copyright © 1992, Carl Haywood——Holy, holy, holy: Music from Deutsche 
Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828), arr. Richard Proulx (1937-2010), Copyright © 1985 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.——Hymns during Communion: The Hymnal 1982 – 1) 
#488 “Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart”, Words: Irish, ca. 700; versified Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931); tr. Eleanor H. Hull (1860-1935), alt.; Music: Slane, Irish 
ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927; harm. David Evans (1874-1948). By permission of Oxford University Press. 2)“Bless the Lord, my soul”, Words & Music: 
Jacques Berthier (1923-1994), Copyright © Les Presses et Ateilers de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc. sole North American agent. 3) “Ubi caritas”, Music: Jacques Berthier 
(1923-1994), Copyright © Les Presses et Ateilers de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc. sole North American agent. 4) The Hymnal 1982 – #304 “I come with joy to meet my Lord”, 
Words: Brian A. Wren (b. 1936), alt. Copyright © 1971 by Hope Publishing Company Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission; Music: Land of Rest, 
CM, American folk melody; adapt. and harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan (1889-1983)——Closing Hymn: The Hymnal 1982 – #376 “Joyful, joyful, we adore thee” Words: 
Henry Van Dyke (1852-1933), Music: Hymn to Joy, 87. 87. D, Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827); adapt. Edward Hodges (1796-1867), alt. 

 

Liturgical attributions 
Nicene Creed: tr. Enriching our Worship——Prayers of the People from The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America—Eucharistic Prayer of Thanksgiving for Use in the Diocese 
of Maine by Martin L. Smith, set to music by Victoria R. Sirota 


